I An Account of the upper part of the Burning 
Mountain in the Ifle of Ternata according to 
the View taken thereof ; rvritten to the Right 
WorfhipfHl Nicholas Witzen, Burger mafler 
of Amfterdam d^c. And by him communica-^ 
ted to Dr. Martin Lifter, S. R. S, 

AFTER many Undertakings to fearch and exa- 
mine theConftitution-of the opening of the 
Mountain, as near as 'twas poflible to any of the Inhabi- 
tants, or Europeans :. And after many Tryals made by 
my felf in other parts of the Mountain, it hath hitherto 
been im poflible to come fo near, as to fee the right 
Conffiitution of it. 

My laft Expedition to this end I undertook from 
GMmnaLamma, which is towards theSouth-Weft of the 
Mountain; and being got upon it, I found itimpoiTible 
to approach on that fide, becaufe the opening on the 
top of the Mountain i& towards the North fide. And 
we being upon the South fide of the (ame, from X to 
W S and R, as far as we could fee, (which feemed to be 
about X J- Hundred Foot) the top of the Mountain 
was all covered with Reed or Cans, by the Inhabitants 
failed Camacama. Not far from this fmall Hill X, up- 
on which then we flood, todifcover the upper part of 
the Mountain^ was a Valley T, which received the Wa- 
ter coming down from the Northern part W, to the 
Eafterly S^ and Southerly parts R, which made a great 
noife, it having rained very much. This Water falling 
downwards to the Weft T, has by length of time made 
as'caivity, fo that we heard the Water roar beneath our 
feet.. Mow if it had been poflible to have known at 
wliafidiflanse we had been,3fter we hadpierced with hard 
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Labour through this Camacanna^ I would not have drawn 
back, although it had required at leaft two days hard 
Work, But befidcs this, the Cold and Weather , ha- 
ving no (helter or Wood to burn, hindred me from go- 
ing further : So that I cannot fay that it is abfbluteiy 
impoflible to come near it on this fide ; although it be 
my^ Opinion it is as well inacceffible there, as fromT<?r- 
Ificcoy which is on the Eaft or North-Eaft fide CL From 
this latter place. I Ihall only fay, that the inacceffibility 
from it to the opening of the Mountain is vi{ible,becaufe 
of the great and fpacious Gulphs in the Mountain : 
Since this I have made a Tryal from Xcela Tacony 
towards P, with a firm Refolution to fiirmount all Dit- 
ficulties, that I might be able to give an Account of 
this Wonderful Work of God. Wherefore having invi- 
ted fome Friends to Accompany me, the Weather being 
very fair and fettled,! went with a fmall Boat the lo/fe.of 
O£loher^ 1^93- from Xotla Tacony toward P, on theNor- 
Nor-Weft fideof the middle of the Mountain; and being 
arrived there, pafled the Night on the Sea-fide, and nexc 
Morning having well confidered that part of the Moun- 
tain which we thought fitted, we marched half an hour 
Weftward towards N, fo direcSting ourCourfe that we 
might come to the North-weft upper part of the Moun- 
tain, where we obfcrved two Hills higher than the reft, 
C and D, both covered sN\\X\Camacama. And then 
having pafledr through very great Difficulties> and moun- 
ted very dangerous Precipices, we came to the place 
where this Canmcanj^a was, M. And towards the Even=' 
ing we had gotten to L, where we lay that Night, and 
the next Morning, being well rei'reihed, we fet fqrward, 
and after fome hard Worik, pame to the place betwixt 
the two Hills C and D, where from below is {^tn a 
phcQCovprtdmthC^nnacamxa^ n(^g fuddeoly upwards 
M,L, which ended againil iome Rocks, on either fide 
of which were ftony Caves, From this Height we could 
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look downwards, and fee how bcft to get up higher.^ 
To this end we went on the T^onh fide, and got up by 
the Rocks. But being come as far as the deep place K, 
and one of our Companions that was like to break his 
Neck the day before, being now much terrified, did not 
only ftay his further Difco very, but alfo brought ano- 
ther Companion into the fame fear ; I notwithftanding 
mounted by this fteep place upwards as far as B, where 
I obferved this place to be as a fharp Ridge, beginning 
at the Hill D, and ftretchmg it ihlf towards the South- 
erly part C, till about the middle, where is a great 
Rock E, from whence this Ridge rifeth up higher : and 
from the height of this, F, right over ag^Vmft it Eaft- 
wards, at the diftance of about ^oo Foot, is the cpcn'og 
of the Mountain, which continually burneth A. But 
before I relate the manner and circumftances of this 
opening, I flball give an Account of our further amend- 
ing and defcending. 

Upon the mentioned Ridge B, we fat down, as I 
guefe about izoo Foot South- Eaft from the terrible fire- 
vomiting Opening looking upon it near half an hour, 
but afterwards mounted as far as the great Rock E , 
which being fomewhat higher than the very Mouth, we 
could fee feme of the inward parts burning, as alio we 
had in our coming up towards the North fide Ccm fkne 
of the fluff which was call out of it, burning as we paft, 
When we were upon the place laft mentioned F, we 
made a fign with ihaking of our Hats to the Slaves that 
(laid behind at B. Then I refblvcd to go nearer, that 
I might look down into the Hole, to which end obfer- 
ving that the Wind was Southerly and brisk, I made a 
Circuit to come above it,and Aen approached itOne that 
was the foremoft, a mad Spark, faid, Lieutenant, hear 
ye how terribly it roars > if now it ihould cafk forth, as 
fometimes, we were foon difpatched. But being got 
nearer, till he faw plainly down into the opening, he 
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came back apace, crying out, God preferve us, what 
moft terrible Hole is this? I pray you do not venture 
to go nearer. To whom I aniwered, that he had fud- 
denly altered his Language j but thinking my felt to be 
almoft in as great danger as I could be, I approaco d it 
neverthelefi, but by reafon of the Smoak could fee no- 
thing of the inward parts at that time • wherefore ! 
went back a little, tarrying for a better Opportunity , 
when having three times returned, at lafl we faw that 
moft terrible and fearful Opening,whereio there is an in- 
expreflible Noife,and out of which the fmoak came forth 
After this, thinking that I had feen enough, and fatisfied 
my Curiofity, we withdrew to place F, where! fat down 
to draw the Paflages and Places moft Remarkable, and 
afterwards went down as far as where we had left oar 
fearful Companions, to whom we related the things we 
had feen, and encouraged them to go up where we had 
been, upon condition that we jQtouId affift them in all : 
So we returned with them to the Hill B, and fo further. 
When I was come up the fecond time, I found the Smoak 
very much diminilhed | wherefore we made hafte to 
the mouth of the Burning Mountain, when I faw the 
Opening which is underneath the North fide G, from 
whence the Cavity extended it felf towards the South, 
till the edges on both fides came to terminate at the 
North fide of that which was fallen in. Wherefore we 
went towards the Eaft fide I, to look into the Weftern 
Cavity , but wc faw nothing but a fiery and flaming Sub- 
ftance, and the conveyances of it. We did not venture 
to go to the North fide to fee into the South Cavities , 
not only becaufe of the Southerly Wind, but alfo becaufe 
it is like that the moft fpacious antra are on the South 
fide, which caufeth the fmoak to be driven Northerly f^s 
we have faid above ) and becaufe we had met with pieces 
of matter that was caft out^and yet burning, towards the 
North fide near B.) After this we retired, and pafled 
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the Night in the lower part of the Mountain, and the 
i-^th. of O^ohr came again to the Sea-fide, and the fame 

Evenkig to Malayen. bringing with us feme pieces of 

Branches of the Fruitful Clove»Trces that we had palled 

by. 

" I fliail not be tedious io giving your Fv'orlliip a far- 
ther Account of all the Trouble and Pains we met with, 
but I Ihall gii^e you a more particular Defcription of 
fhe higheft Parts of this moft fearful Opening, with full 
Ailurance that the thing is really fo j and for the better 
comprehending of it^ I have made a Draught thereof, 
with Charaders fignifying the feveral things obfer- 
vable. 

The Northerly fide of this Burning Hole A, is at 
the utmoft height of the Mountain to the Northward , 
or from HcrL To the Weil and Eaft ward of it there 
is on each fide a Hiil higher than the brinks of this 
Hole, both of them grown over with Cannacanna : The 
moil Wefterlv D, is fituated more Northerly from the 
Hole; on the South fide of this we got ua The 
moft EailerIy,on the contrary Part O, lyeth more back- 
wards from it, and to the Southward of it. The Riff 
or Ridge F, defending a litile towards the Eaftward, 
is joyned with the North fide of the brinks of the Hole, 
and is ^ivvd:c6. towards the South in two, running both 
Parts to the Eaft ward about, until they be ftopt by the 
Northerly fide of the Mountain, or terminates there 
on the fide of Z. The mentioned Southerly Hill C, on 
the Weft fide of the Mountain, turns likewife about to 
the Eaftward with a RifF or Ridge, and terminates as 
the other. So that the mouth of this fearful Hole on 
the Weft and South- Eaft fides is furrouoded, as by a 
Bank, each Bank having a feveral Ditch : As alfo be* 
twixt the firft H, and the brinks of the opening A; 
fmce the brink of the mouth is upon the higheft part, 
defcenJing on the outfide. The three firft Hillets, viz. 
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the ncareft to the Hole, are qmtc barren^ and nothing 
but Stone ; but the moil remote is covered with thick 
Reeds. 

Round about the Hole lyes fcattered much of the 
matter that hath been caft jforth ; and it is perceivable 
chat it muft be foft when it comes out, becauftit klh 
flat, according to the figure of the place where it falls. 
The colour of it is da/k green, not clear, but fomewhat 
gray ; and this matter generally dees burft or feparate 
It felf as the Dung of a Cow. There are of this both 
great and fmall pieces, now turned into Stone, being 
inwardly blackifli and fpongeous, mixt with white fpots. 
And (to give you fome further Particulars of this Burn* 
ing Mountain) I have obferved that the extreameft, or 
moft Southerly round Bank V (for no more Southerly 
could be feen from the place F, and I defcribe nothing 
but what appeared or fhewed it (elf there) is all co- 
vered with Cannacanm^ and it is the higheft alCb. The 
Smoak, which in refped of Malayeuy ieemed to come 
forth out of a higher place, now in the defcending of the 
Mountain, doth not withftanding feem to come torth at 
the fame height. The barren Hill near Z, that k^cns 
to be fituated on the North fide of the top, a little de- 
fcending towards Malayen^ is about the fame height as 
the highefi: top that is ktn from Malayeny but fince it 
falls back to the Weft, and is only feen from the firft 
Eminence, it (eemeth as if it defcended, which is eafiiy 
uaderftood by any body that knoweth PerfpecStive. Fur- 
thermore, the reafon why the Smoak (eemed to come 
forth from a higher place is, becaufe the Opening was 
more Southerly, and then in regard of Malayen^ only 
it feems that the Smoak comes forth more towards the 
midft. Wherefore I do certainly believe that the right 
Opening formerly has been where the rouod Banks now 
lye ; that is, to the Southward. For whereas after a 
good fpace of violent Burning, there groweth a fmali 
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Bank ; any Perfon that lliould fee the Situation, would 
be of my mind. And befides^it being Nine or Ten Years, 
fince the laft Burning was perceived, there are to be 
feen round about the Opening (befides the barrennefs 
on both fides, which is fome diftance from the Opening 
in defending towards the Weft and North fides) as ai- 
fo above on the South and Eaft fides, Trees all about, 
of an equal thicknefs, as all grown fince that time, and 
now newly burfl: and burnt by the Fire. 

Laftly, My Opinion is, that although the Smoak of 
it has not been feen from below, the Fire never thelefs 
hath not dilcontinued, becaufe the inward noife is fo 
terrible, that any Perfon whofoever hears it , would 
Judge with me that it is a bottomlefs Pit of the vehe- 
mentefi F^ire, which cannot be quenched while the World 
lafts. The Horror and Danger that one undergoes who 
will fee this, is rather to be conceived by Thoughts^ 
than exprefled by Words. 

Given af TtrmtQ^ 16^ I, 
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